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FOUGHT WITH CUSTER 
 
Max Hoehn Who Narrowly Escaped 
Fate of Comrades is Dead 
 
Sturgis – Max Hoehn, a prominent republican politician, died at his home in this city 
Saturday of heart failure.  He leaves a wife, two sons and two married daughters. 
 
Mr. Hoehn was born in Germany, coming to America, when a young man.  He enlisted in 
the famous Seventh Cavalry and was with Custer in his last campaign.  On the morning 
of the Custer massacre, Hoehn was sent back, his horse being sick; otherwise he would 
have shared the fate of the rest of his command.*   In 1879, Mr. Hoehn was sent to Fort 
Meade with the remnants of his regiment, where he was discharged and soon established 
a reputation as an accountant.  On the organization of Meade County in 1889 he was 
elected clerk of courts and afterwards held the office of county commissioner, auditor, 
and register of deeds, his term of four years in the last named office having expired on 
January 3.  He had intended devoting his time entirely to the abstract and insurance 
business.  He was an active member of the Woodmen of the World and K. of P. lodge. 
 
* - Actually Max Hoehn was on detached service from June 15, 1876 at Yellowstone 
Depot, Montana Territory.  He never accompanied the Custer column after that date. 
 
 

 


